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RECEIVED

FJAN 14 1994

Mr. William Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Co..unications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Contact
GEM Docket No. 90-314; 92-100

Dear Mr. Caton:

FEDEIW. CaAMUNlCATlONS COMMISSi(lJ
OFFICE Of THE SECRETARv

On January 13, 1994, Charlie Jack.on, Mark Stachiw,
Kathleen Abernathy and Carl W. Northrop, repre.entative. of
PacTel Paging ("PacTel"), met with Thoaa. Stanley in the Office
of Engineering and Technology to discuss Narrowband PCS. The
discussions were consistent with PacTel Paging's publicly filed
co_ents.

Plea.e include a copy of this notice of .x parte
contact in the records of the above-referenced proceeding, alonq
with the attached copies of the written materials presented, in
accordance with the Commission's rUl~

I I

i~trul

arl W. Northrop

cc: Thomas Stanley
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NARROWBAND PeS

A CASE FOR LARGER GEOGRAPIDC LICENSING AREAS

PRESENTATION TO OFFICE OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

JANUARY 13, 19M

PACTIl'.L PAGING
JANUARY 13, ."..



NAltBOWBAND res -A CASE FOR • .LAIl...-AGEOGBArBIe UCENSING ARIAS PAGE 2

• BTA AltEAS FOR NARROWBAND PCS ARE TOO SMALL AND DO NOT SERVE THE PUBUC
INTEItEST

• TIlE BTAS IN SOME CASES ARE so SMALL mAT A REGUlAR TRANSMITTER
PLACED IN TIlE CENTER WOULD SPILL OVER TO ADJACENT AItEAS

• TIlE SIZE OF TIlE AItEAS AND 'fIII:JR 1tELA11VE POPULA11ON WOULD DICTATE
THAT MANY MAY NOT BE SERVED BECAUSE OJ'TIIE WW POPULA'I10N; THUS
TIlE AuenON WILL RIUNG IN LITrLE ItEVENtJE POll MOST JrrAS

• TIlE COMPEnTIONTO NAIlIlOWllAND PCS..VICES COMES nOM EXISTING
PAGING..VICE WIDCB IN MANY CASItS COVEll 18-31 BTA AItEAS; TBUS, A
UCENSEE OF A SINGLE BTA COULD ftUSTItATE ANOTIIER'S ABILITY TO BUILD
WlDE-AItEA SYSTDIS

• TIlE FOLWWlNG PAGES SHOW TIlE BREAKDOWN OF PROPOSED LICENSING AItEAS IN
1W0 STATES CALIFORNIA AND TEXAS

• ALSO INCLUDED IS A EXAMPLE OF HOW TIlE BTA AREA MAKES FOR SMALL
POPULA110N AIlEAS IN MIDSIZE CI'hES, SUCH AS STOCK.TON AND TYLER

•

PACTEL PAGING JANUAIlY 13, 19M
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• MTA LICENSING FOR NARROWBAND PeS DOES NOT SERVE TIlE PUBLIC INTEREST

• MANY CUIUtENT PAGING SYSTEMS, WIIICII WILL BE DIRECT COMfETfI'OIlS FOR
TIlE NEW SYSTEMS, ALltEADY AIlE UCENSING IN GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS
LARGER THAN MTAS, IN MANY CASES MUL11STATE

• TIlE ANALYSIS ON TIlE FOLLOWING PAGES SHOWS THAT MTAS AItE SMALLER
THAN CUIUtENT SYSTEMS AND WOULD 1lEfttE8I'.N'l' TIlE COMMISSION MalELY
I'OILOWING THE INDUSTItY, AS OPPOSED TO LEADING IT.

• TRFB IS A PaoaLEM mAT A WINNDlIN ONE MTA MAY NOT. LlCmRD ON
TIlE SAME I'IlEQUENCY IN AN ADJACENT ABA, 'I1IDDY PO'I'Dn1ALLY
THWAIlnNG GEOGItAPIIIC AGGltBGA'nON

• THE PUBLIC INTEREST WOULD IIEST BE SEaVED BY GRANTING 'J1Bi'SE UCENSES
IN A SUFFICIENTLY LARGE GEOGRAPIDC AIlEA THAT WOULD PEDIIT A
LICENSEE TO HAVE A VIABLE MARKET AREA Wl'lBOUI BEING REQVlRED TO
PUIlCHASE ADDmONAL LICENSES

• PACTEL, THEItEI'OIlE, JtKSIIECTI'ULLY IlECOMMENDS TBAT TIlE COMMISSION:

• ADOPT THE TELOCATOR LICENSING AREAS FOR ALL CHANNELS OTIIER THAN
TIlE u.s IaIZ UNPAIRED MOBILE-TO-BASE CHANNELS

• ADOPT MTAS AS TIlE LICENSING AREA FOR 12.5 KHZ UNPAIRED MOBILE-TO­
BASE CHANNELS

1
PACTEL PAGING JANUARY 13, 19M
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aENEnTS OF THE
DYE IIGIQf( PUN

• FEWER AUCTIONS REQUIRED, RESULTING IN QUICKER LICENSING

• COMPEnnVE PARITY TO

• EXISTING WlDE-AREA SYSTEMS

• 12 STATE n;p ItEGIONS

• AVOIDS 11IE RAND-McNALLY CLAIMS OF PROPRIETARY RIGHTS IN MTAlBTA
DESIGNATIONS

• SUPPORTSIENCOURAGES INDUSTRY CONSENSUS

PACTEL PAGING JANUARY 13, 19M
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License Area Number of Population of Notes
Areas area containing

Stockton, CA

Metropolitan Statistical 28 490,000 Smaller areas, rural areas
Areas (MSA) and associated with MSAs are

Rural Service Areas separately licensed
(RSA)

Basic Trading Area 18 523,000 Several BTAs are less than 30
(BTA) .il.s across

BEA Economic Areas 9 1,186,200 Combines BTAs into larger
areas, still anomalies, such

as Sacramento-Stockton

Major Trading Areas 2 12,000,000 Allows for greatest freedom to
(MTA) construct a system which meets

market demand

Current Major paging 1 30,353,000 Entire state of California
Systems service1

Telocator PropOsed Area. 1 50.400.000 5 of the.e nationwide

1 Currently, paging systems are licensed on a per transmitter basis. The system
coverage results from putting all the transmitters coverage area together.

PACTEL PAGING JANUAltY 13, 19M
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License Area Number of Population of Notes
Areas area containing

Tvler, TX

Metropolitan Statistical 45 152,000 Does not include rural areas
Area (MSA) and which were classified into

Rural Service Areas RSAs for cellular
(RSA)

Basic Trading Area 29 272,000 Some BTAs less than 20 miles
(BTA) across

BEA Economic Areas 15 778,200 Combines BTAs into larger
areas, still anomalies, such

as Beaumont-Houston

Major Trading Areas 4 4,085,000 Allows for greatest freedom to
(MTA) construct a system which meets

market demand

CUrrent Major Paging 1 17,167,000 Entire state of Texas service
Systems

Telocator Proposed Areas 1 28,408,000

PACTEL PAGING JANUAaY 13, 19M


